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Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary  Condition 
of  your  District  for  the  year  1899. 

During  the  past  year  the  general  health  of  the  district  has  been  very  good  and  vjdth  the  ex- 
ception of  the  prevalence  of  Epidemic  Diarrhoea,  chiefly  in  infants,  during  the  months  of  August 
and  September,  and  to  a great  extent  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  prolonged  drought  and  excessive 
heat  during  the  summer  months,  the  district  has  been  entirely  free  from  any  epidemic  prevalence 
of  disease. 

Population. 

The  population  of  your  district  at  the  census  of  1891  was  14,703  and  considering  the  difficulty 
of  arriving  at  a correct  estimate  of  the  population  owing  to  emigration  and  other  causes,  I have 
taken  this  return,  rather  than  one  based  on  an  estimated  increase,  which  would  probably  be 
still  more  inaccurate. 

Area. 

The  area  of  your  district  is  6,744  acres,  giving  a density  of  population  of  2‘i  per  acre. 

Inhabited  Houses. 

I'he  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  about  3,500. 


Births. 

During  the  year  377  births  were  registered  (195  males  and  182  female.sj  giving  a birth  rate  of 
25-64  per  1000  as  compared  with  one  of  25-37  1^98  and  one  of  25-5  for  1897. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  past  four  years  has  been  stationary. 

Illegitimate  Births. 

The  total  number  of  Illegitimate  Births  registered  during  the  year  was  22  giving  an  Illegita- 
mate  Birth  Rate  of  1-49  per  1000  of  the  population  and  a proportion  of  58  to  1000  births. 

Deaths. 

During  the  year  251  Deaths  were  registered  (102  males  and  149  females)  giving  a Death  Rate 
of  17-07  per  1000  as  compared  with  one  of  23-67  for  1898  and  one  of  i6-66  for  1897.  Of  these 
deaths  however  70  were  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  1 1 were  between  the  ages  of  one  and 


five,  and  79  were  over  65  years  of  age.  These  leave  91  deaths  between  the  ages 
equal  to  a death  rate  of  6-19  per  1000.  ‘ j 

Natural  Increase. 

Natural  increase  126  as  compared  with  25  for  1898  and  132  for  1897. 
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Infantile  Mortality. 

70  of  the  deaths  were  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age  and  were  due  to  the  following  causes  : — 

Diarrhoea — 21  ( 20  being  in  August  and  September.^ 

G astro -Enteritis — 4, 

Convulsions — 8. 

Marasmus — 6. 

Atrophy — 3. 

Prematurity — 10. 

Broncho-Pneumonia — 6. 

All  other  causes— 1 2. 

These  give  an  Infantile  Mortality  of  185  per  1000  births  and  though  comparing  very  favour- 
ably with  1898  when  the  rate  was  300  per  1000  births,  is  still  above  the  average  of  the  country 
generally.  The  majority  of  these  deaths  occurred  amongst  hand  fed  children  and  were  in  large 
measure  attributable  to  improper  food  and  bad  methods  of  feeding. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate. 

21  deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  three  from  Membraneous  Croup  and  one  each  from  Diphtheria, 
Scarlet  Fever,  Typhoid  and  Whooping  Cough  give  a Death  Rate  from  Zymotic  Diseases  of  i-go 
per  1000  comparing  favourably  with  one  of  4*7  for  1898  and  one  of  2'04  for  1897. 

Inquest  Cases. 

There  were  three  inquest  cases  during  the  year,  and  of  these 
One  died  from  the  effects  of  a fall. 

One  from  the  effects  of  Burns  from  Ignited  Lamp  Oil. 

One  poisoned  herself  while  under  the  influence  of  drink. 

Phthisis. 

There  were  22  deaths  from  Phthisis  during  the  year,  14  being  in  miners.  These  give  a Death 
Rate  from  Phthisis  of  i'4  per  1000  and  a percentage  of  8‘7  of  the  total  deaths. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases. 

There  were  47  deaths  from  other  Respiratory  Diseases  being  187  of  the  total  deaths  and 
giving  a death  rate  of  3-1  per  1000. 

Other  Diseases. 

There  were  six  deaths  from  Tubercular  Diseases  other  than  Phthisis,  three  from  Influenza, 
13  from  Cancer  and  24  from  Heart  Disease. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

During  the  year  113  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  to  me,  giving  an  Infectious 
Disease  Rate  of  7‘6  per  1000  as  compared  with  one  of  6 for  1898  and  one  of  9*5  for  i897" 

Of  tiese  cases  48  were  from  Diphtheria  and  Membraneous  Croup,  22  from  Enteric  Fever,  20 
from  Erysipelas,  17  from  Scarlet  Fever,  4 from  Continued  Fever  and  2 from  Puerperal  Fever. 
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Diphtheria. 

No  less  than  44  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  3 of  Membraneous  Croup  were  notified  during  the 
year  (as  compared  with  8 for  1898)  giving  an  average  rale  of  3*2  per  1000  of  the  population.  Of 
these  cases  four  were  fatal,  three  being  from  Membraneous  Croup  and  one  from  Diphtheria. 

Though  many  of  the  cases  were  very  mild  in  type  and  soon  recovered,  yet  this  is  the  largest 
Diphtheria  Return  for  the  past  20  years  and  perhaps  longer,  and  the  exact  causes  of  the  increase 
are  not  apparent.  Six  of  these  cases  occurred  in  the  village  of  Beacon  during  the  latter  part  of 
February  and  the  beginning  of  March  and  were  all  in  children  attending  the  Board  School  there 
and  were  probably  due  to  defective  sanitary  conditions  at  that  school. 

I thought  it  advisable  to  close  the  School  for  a period  of  three  weeks  in  March,  during  which 
time  the  Schools  were  thoroughly  disinfected  and  cleansed  and  the  sanitary  defects  remedied. 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  has  occured  in  the  village  since. 

Of  the  other  cases  of  Diphtheria  the  exact  causes  were  difficult  to  determine. 

In  two  or  three  cases  untrapped  and  defective  drains  were  found,  and  in  many  of  the  cases 
accumulations  of  filth  and  other  refuse  in  close  vicinity  to  the  dwellings,  would  at  any  rate  pre- 
dispose the  inmates  to  attacks  of  the  disease. 

Enteric  Fever. 

22  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year,  viz : — 

One  in  January,  two  in  February, 

One  each  in  April  and  May, 

Eight  in  September,  Five  in  October, 

Two  in  November  and  Two  in  December. 

These  give  an  average  rate  of  1*4  yer  1,000  as  compared  with  one  of  3-8  for  1898. 

One  case  was  fatal  and  in  this  case  the  disease  was  probably  due  to  the  eating  of  specifically 
infected  oysters. 

Of  the  other  cases  two  were  probably  contracted  at  Falmouth  and  four  were  due  to 
Secondary  Infection,  occuring  in  the  same  houses  as  cases  previously  notified. 

In  the  remaining  cases  the  exact  cause  was  not  apparent,  but  the  insanitary  condition  of 
many  of  the  houses  would  produce  a low  state  of  vitality  in  the  inmates,  and  so  predispose  them 
to  attacks  of  the  disease. 

In  all  the  cases  the  midden  pits  where  they  exist  have  been  cleaned  out,  and  disinfected  with 
Perchloride  of  Mercury. 

Izal  or  Jeye’s  Fluid  was  freely  distributed  and  explicit  directions  given  in  all  cases  as  to  the 
disinfection  and  disposal  of  the  stools. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  17  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  during  the  year  (four  being  in  one  house), 
with  one  death,  and  mo’st  of  the  cases  were  of  a mild  type. 

In  three  of  the  cases  the  infection  could  be  clearly  traced  to  Illogan  District,  and  in  one  case 
the  disease  was  contracted  at  Hayle.  ) 

In  addition  to  these  there  were  20  cases  of  Erysipelas,  four  of  continued  Fever,  knd  two  of 
Puerperal  Fever  with  one  death. 
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In  most  of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  the  infected  rooms  were  disinfected  under  the  direction 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Disinfecting  Apparatus. 

I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  conjointly  with  the  Redruth  Urban  and  Rural  Sanitary 
Authorities  you  have  purchased  one  of  Thresh’s  Current  Steam  Disinfectors,  which  is  in  course 
of  erection  at  West  Tolgus  Account  House,  the  site  of  the  Redruth  Rural  Isolation  Hospital. 

You  will  thus  have  provided  yourselves  with  a very  effectual  means  of  preventing  the  spread 
of  infectious  disease*  by  the  efficient  disinfection  of  infected  clothing. 

You  will  require  to  procure  at  an  early  date  some  form  of  air  tight  iron  box  in  which  the 
clothing  from  the  infected  houses  can  be  conveyed  to  the  disinfector. 

Isolation  Hospital. 

The  hospital  has  not  been  used  for  the  reception  of  patients  during  the  year,  but  I am  most 
pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  you  have  given  me  definite  instructions,  acting  with  the  Chairman 
of  your  Council  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Sanitary  Committee,  to  isolate  at  the  Hospital,  when 
considered  necessary,  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases.  With  this  end  in  view  you  have  endeavoured 
to  obtain  a suitable  caretaker  and  his  wife  to  reside  at  the  Hospital  and  keep  it  always  ready  for 
the  reception  of  patients. 

I regret  however  that  a suitable  person  has  not  yet  been  found,  but  this  matter  is  still 
engaging  the  attention  of  the  Hospital  Sub-Committee  whom  you  have  recently  appointed  to 
look  after  the  affairs  of  the  Hospital. 

The  present  building  however,  is  badly  in  need  of  repair  and  at  best  can  only  be  considered 
as  a makeshift,  and  in  my  opinion  your  Council  should  again  consider  the  advisability  of  erecting 
some  permanent  building  adequate  to  the  requirements  of  the  district,  rather  than  spend  money 
on  a building  which  can  never  be  made  suitable  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  required. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  opportune  to  quote  from  Dr.  Bruce  Low’s  report.  Speaking  of 
the  Isolation  Hospital  he  says  : — 

“ Diseases  of  only  one  sort  can  be  treated  in  the  building  at  one  and  the  same  time. 

The  rooms  are  not  adapted  for  fever  wards,  and  the  accomodation  must  be  pronounced  as 

inadequate  and  unsatisfactory  for  a district  the  size  of  Camborne.  It  can  only  be  regarded 

at  best  as  a temporary  makeshift.” 

Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act. 

In  this  connection  I must  again  urge  upon  you  the  advisability  of  adopting  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Prevention  Act  of  1890.  This  Act  arms  you  with  furthers  powers  for  dealing  with 
cases  of  Infectious  Disease  and  should  be  adopted  by  you  forthwith  and  its  provisions  enforced. 

Water  Supply. 

I have  had  occasion  during  the  year  to  call  your  attention  to  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of 
surface  wells  at  Brea  Adit,  Plantation,  Kehelland  and  Menadarva,  all  liable  to  surface  pollution, 
and  ta  the  water  supply  at  Pengegon  which  during  the  summer  months  ceased  entirely. 

M Pengegon  an  old  deep  well  formerly  in  use  has  been  cleaned  up  and  after  a satisfactory 
analysis  of  the  water  a pump  has  been  erected  over  it. 
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At  Roscroggan  also,  where  in  1898  I drew  your  attention  to  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of 
the  water  supply,  a pump  has  been  erected. 

At  the  other  places  mentioned  the  wells  have  been  or  are  being  put  into  such  a condition  as 
to  prevent  the  possibility  of  further  surface  pollution. 

Owing  to  the  prolonged  drought  in  the  summer  the  Water  Co’s  supply  ran  very  short  and 
for  a time  they  were  face  to  face  with  serious  difficulties. 

I have  on  several  occasions  called  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  their  enlarging  their 
storage  capacity  in  view  of  the  largely  increased  consumption  of  their  water,  and  this  is  a matter 
which  is,  I understand,  engaging  their  serious  attention. 

The  possibility  of  some  of  the  surface  water  at  Cargenwyn  entering  the.  lower  reservoir 
having  been  reported  to  you,  the  attention  of  the  Water  Co.  was  called  to  the  matter  and  the 
condition  of  things  was  remedied,  and  means  taken  to  further  prevent  any  surface  waters  finding 
their  way  into  the  Reservoirs. 

I have  also  suggested  to  the  Water  Co.  the  advisability  of  placing  some  form  of  barbed  wire 
fencing’over  the  reservoirs  so'as  to]^keep  off  the  gulls  and  other  birds  and  prevent  their  polluting 
the  water  supply. 

I would  repeat  what  I stated  in  my  report  of  1898,  that  the  attention  of  the  Water  Co. 
should  be  called  to  the  advisability  of  continuing  their  supply  to  the  villages  of  Condurrow  and 
Barripper,  places  not  so  well  supplied  with  water  as  other  parts  of  the  district. 

Drainage. 

During  the  year  52  Houses^have  been  drained  into  the  main  sewers  and  the  drains  of  21 
others  have  been  repaired  and  put  in  order.  3176  feet  of  drain  pipes  have  been  laid  down. 
Where  possible  all  houses  not  yet  drained  are  being  connected  with  the  sewers. 

At  Barripper  there  is  no  means  of  flushing  the  sewers  and  a flushing  tank  is  urgently 
required.  I first  drew  your  attention  to  this  in  1896  and  the  difficulty  seems  to  be  in  obtaining 
water  for  flushing 'purposes,  a difficulty  however  which  can  be  overcome. 

At  Sea  View  Terrace  it  will  be  advisable  to  postpone  the  erection  of  a flushing  tank  until  the 
new  houses  for  which  plans  have  been  presented  are  erected. 

I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  plans  are  being  prepared  for  the  drainage  of  Beacon 
and  Wheal  Gerry  and  a portion  of  Roskear  Row,  and  I trust  that  no  undue  delay  will  take  place 
in  carrying  out  the  scheme  of  drainage  for  these  places. 

The  drainage  of  the  North  End  of  Troon  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year.  The  Main 
Sewers  have  been  periodically  inspected  and  flushed  during  the  year  and  disinfected  with  Izal  or 
Jeye’s  Fluid. 

Sewage  Farm. 

The  Sewage  farm  at  Rosewarne  while  conducted  much  better  than  in  former  yearjs  is  not  yet 
as  it  should  be.  A sufficient  amount  of  land  is  not  given  up  to  irrigation  by  the  sewage,  only 
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about  eight  acres  being  used  instead  of  some  22  or  23  the  amount  required  to  give  the  proper 
proportion  of  one  acre  of  land  to  300  persons.  In  its  present  condition  nuisances  are  liable  to 
arise,  and  you  should  instruct  your  Sanitary  Inspector  to  see  that  the  whole  of  the  Sewage  is 
properly  utilised  over  the  land. 

Scavenging. 

1,800  tons  of  House  and  other  Refuse  have  been  removed  during  the  year  and  subsequently 
sold,  as  compared  with  1,200  tons  in  1898,  500  tons  in  ,1897  and  600  tons  in  1896. 

There  is  also  an  increase  in  the  number  of  Box  Closets  and  Ash  Boxes  emptied  by  your 
Authority  and  four  scavinging  carts  are  being  constantly  employed  instead  of  two  in  1898. 

I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  congratulate  you  on  the  steps  in  the  right  direction  which  you  are 
taking  in  this  matter  and  to  be  able  to  report  that  you  have  instructed  your  Sanitary  Inspector 
to  employ  what  carts  and  labour  are  necessary  to  keep  the  district  clean. 

Since  this  instruction  you  now  undertake  the  scavenging  of  the  whole  town,  though  not  of 
Tuckingmill  or  the  surrounding  villages. 

Even  with  the  present  staff  the  middens  in  the  town  are  only  cleaned  out  once  in  three 
months,  which  though  a great  improvement  on  former  years  is  not  nearly  as  often  as  they  should 

be. 

Some  steps  should  also  be  taken  so  that  Tuckingmill  and  the  surrounding  villages  could  be 
systematically  scavenged. 

In  this  connection  I must  again  call  your  attention  to  the  disgraceful  condition  of  many  of 
the  middens  and  privies  in  the  district. 

Large  open  midden  heaps  and  pits  are  only  too  common  all  over  the  district,  excremental  and 
other  filth  are  allowed  to  accumulate  in  them  for  long  periods  and  the  pits  being  unprotected  from 
the  rain,  the  contents  of  them  become  soaked  witn  water  giving  rise  to  pestilential  odours  and 
pollution  of  the  surrounding  soil. 

This  condition  of  things  must  produce  a low  state  of  vitality  on  those  living  in  the  vicinity, 
rendering  them  prone  to  the  attacks  of  preventible  diseases. 

I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  you  have  passed  a resolution  whrreby  in  future  all 
new  houses  must  I e provided  with  W.C’s  where  water  for  flushing  is  available,  and  I regret  that 
in  the  present  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  law  and  in  the  light  of  recent  legal  decisions,  you  have 
not  the  powers  to  carry  out  a scheme  for  the  conversion  of  all  existing  middens  into  W.C’s. 
Individual  cases  however  can  be  dealt  with  as  nuisances,  and  many  of  the  middens  in  the  district 
can  only  be  described  from  a Sanitary  standpoint  as  abominations.  W C’s  should  be  substituted 
as  far  .7 s possible  and  if  the  middenS  are  allowed  to  remain  they  should  be  removed  from  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  houses,  the  size  of  the  pits  should  be  very  materially  reduced  so 
as  to  limit  the  accumulations  of  foul  matters,  the  contents  of  the  middens  should  be  preserved  in 
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a dry  condition  by  roofing  over  the  pit  so  as  to  prevent  any  entry  of  rain,  and  by  the  admixture 
of  ashes  with  the  excreta,  and  the  contents  of  all  the  pits  should  be  regularly  and  systematically 
removed  by  the  Sanitary  Authority,  ^ 

You  should  also  insist  in  all  new  houses,  where  from  want  of  water  for  flushing  W.C’s 
cannot  be  erected,  that  all  privies  should  be  constructed  according  to  your  Bye-laws  dealing  with 
New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

I had  occasion  towards  the  close  of  the  year  to  call  the  attention  of  your  Sanitary  Committee 
to  the  insanitary  condition  of  rhe  village  of  Pengegon,  to  point  out  the  existence  of  many  glaring 
nuisances  there,  and  to  impress  upon  them  the  need  of  draining  the  village. 

Acting  on  their  recommendation  you  instructed  your  Sanitary  Inspector  to  call  upon  the 
offenders  to  abate  the  nuisances,  and  directed  him  to  send  a scavenging  cart  to  the  village  once  a 
week. 

The  mere  fact  that  120  loads  of  refuse  have  during  a short  period  been  removed  from  the 
vicinity  of  some  69  dwellings  there,  bears  out  my  contention  as  to  the  urgent  need  which  exists 
for  the  efficient  scavenging  of  the  villages  as  well  as  the  town  proper. 

You  have  also  instructed  the  Inpector  to  prepare  an  estimate  as  to  the  cost  of  draining 
Pengegon  and  I trust  that  this  important  matter  will  be  carried  out  without  delay. 

As  regards  other  Sanitary  work  done  during  the  year  : — 

34  private  W.C’s  have  been  built  and  12  others  been  been  repaired, 

22  Privies  have  been  built  and  five  others  repaired, 

18  Privies  have  been  converted  into  W,C’s, 

20  Houses  have  been  inspected  and  certified  to  be  fit  for  occupation  and  of  these  12  are 
provided  with  privies  and  the  others  with  W,C’s, 

In  all  81  notices  have  been  issued  and  79  nuisances  abated. 

New  Buildings. 

1 14  plans  have  been  passed  by  the  Council  representing  61  new  Buildings,  the  re-building  of 
23  and  additions  to  30  others. 

House  Accomodation. 

I regret  to  have  again  to  report  that  the  house  accomodation  in  this  district  is  not  at  all 
adequate  to  the  requirements  of  the  Working  Classes. 

At  least  100  to  150  houses  of  four  rooms  and  at  a rental  of  /"q  to  a year  are  required. 
Cases  of  overcrowding  are  from  time  to  time  brought  before  your  notice,  but  in  the  absence  of 
sufficient  house  accomodation  there  is  a difficulty  in  adequately  dealing  with  them. 

I know  that  this  subject  has  engaged  the  serious  attention  of  many  of  the  members  of  your 
Council,  but  how  to  effectually  deal  with  the  question  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  prolplems  which 
you  as  Sanitarians  have  to  solve  ! 
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Though  under  Part  III  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  of  1890  you  have  power 
to  erect  lodging  houses  (which  term  includes  separate  houses)  yet  with  the  possible  exception  of 
one  or  two  large  towns  little  advantage  has  been  taken  of  this  power  by  other  local  authorities. 

Possibly  with  very  favourable  terms  from  the  ground  landlord  and  by  the  erection  of  a large 
number  of  houses  at  one  time  a scheme  could  be  successfully  carried  out.  If  money  however  is 
borrowed  under  these  powers  by  means  of  a public  loan,  a high  standard  of  material  and  work- 
manship is  insisted  on  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  thus  adding  to  the  cost,  and  it  has  been 
found  in  other  districts,  that,  where  private  builders  cannot  make  such  buildings  pay,  the  Sanitary 
Authority  will  not  be  able  to  do  so. 

Whether  the  builders  require  too  high  a rate  of  interest  for  their  outlay  or  whether  they 
cannot  obtain  sufficiently  favourable  terms  from  the  ground  landlords,  the  fact  remains  that  houses 
most  required  by  the  working  classes  of  this  district  are  not  erected,  and  those  with  rentals  of  ^8 
to  ;^io  a year  are  more  than  working  men  are  able  to  pay  for. 

Consequently  while  such  a state  of  things  exists  overcrowding  and  its  attendant  evils  must 
be  present  with  us,  and  the  problem  of  adequately  dealing  with  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
is  one  which  must  sooner  or  later  be  faced  by  Sanitary  Authorities. 

I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  ten  houses  at  Bath’s  Court  which  were  condemned  in 
1898  have  been  pulled  down,  and  that  this,  one  of  the  most  insanitary  spots  in  the  district  ceases 
to  exist.  I had  occasion  during  the  year  to  again  call  your  attention  to  the  in  sanitary  condition 
of  Buck’s  Head  and  this  has  been  greatly  improved. 

At  the  houses  in  West  Charles  Street  and  Fore  Street  where  there  are  no  back  entrances  the 
middens  have  been  done  away  with  and  W.C.’s  erected  in  their  places. 

The  delapidated  condition  of  many  of  the  older  houses  in  the  district  and  the  frequent  absence 
of  rain  spouting  from  many  others,  rendering  them  damp  and  unhealthy,  call  for  comment. 

I am  pleased  however  to  be  able  to  report  that  your  Sanitary  Committee  are  to  undertake 
during  the  present  year  a systematic  house  to  house  inspection  of  the  whole  of  the  district,  with 
the  view  to  effectually  dealing  with  sanitary  defects  as  they  come  under  their  notice. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  for  the  firstdime  that  the  Slaughter  houses  in  the  disrrict 
have  at  length  been  registered.  Notice  was  served  on  the  owners  of  all  of  them  to  put  them  in 
such  a condition  as  would  fulfil  the  standard  required  by  your  Bye-laws,  and  thirteen  of  them 
have  complied  with  the  notices  and  are  registered,  and  the  remaining  three  have  been  closed.  In 
view  of  the  importance  attached  to  the  inspection  of  the  carcasses  of  all  animals  slaughtered  for 
food  and  of  the  possibility  of  the  dissemination  of  tuberculosis  by  the  use  of  meat  from  infected 
animals,  your  Council  should  seriously  consider  the  advisability  of  erecting  a Public  Slaughter 
House  m connection  with  the  New  Cattle  Market  which  you  purpose  building  shortly. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

These  are  all  as  far  as  known  regularly  inspected  and  44  of  them  are  registered.  I under- 
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stand  that  with  a view  to  improving  their  sanitary  condition,  draft  regulations  were  drawn  up  and 
sent  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  their  approval  some  months  ago,  but  nothing  has  been 
heard  of  the  matter  since. 

These  regulations  should  be  enforced  by  you  and  in  view  of  the  great  importance ‘which  should 
be  attached  to  the  purveying  of  pure  milk  and  the  frequent  conveyance  of  tuberculosis  from 
diseased  cows  to  human  beings  by  means  of  the  milk,  the  necessity  of  enforcing  that  the  animals 
are  kept  under  proper  sanitary  conditions  and  that  the  effectual  control  of  the  milk  supply  in  the 
district  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Sanitary  Authority,  are  matters  deserving  your  serious 
attention. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  is  only  one  Common  Lodging  House  in  your  dirtrict,  but  your  bye-laws  relating  to 
this  should  be  enforced  and  the  house  registered  or  forthwith  closed.  It  being  allowed  to  remain 
as  at  present  is  a direct  violation  of  the  Public  Health  Act. 

Bakehouses. 

The  Bakehouses  have  been  frequently  inspected  during  the  year  and  found  in  a satisfactory 
condition.  They  should  however  be  registered. 

Burial  Grounds. 

The  various  burial  grounds  in  the  district  are  kept  in  a satisfactory  sanitary  condition. 

The  Meat  and  Fish  Markets. 

The  Meat  and  Fish  Markets  have  been  regularly  inspected  during  the  year.  There  has  been 
no  seizure  of  food  as  unfit  for  consumption. 

Bye-laws. 

Bye-laws  dealing  with  the  following  subjects  are  in  existence  in  your  district  but  many  of 
them  are  not  enforced  : 

New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

Hackney  Carriages. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Nuisances. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Public  Wash  Houses. 

These  have  been  adopted  since  1886. 

Conclusion. 

In  conclusion,  I must  repeat  what  I stated  in  my  report  of  1898,  that  the  staff  under  the 
control  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  are  quite  inadequate  for  him  to  satisfactorily  carry  out  his  duties. 

Many  improvements  which  he  is  ordered  to  carry  out  forthwith  cannot  be  i^ne  simply 
because  he  has  not  sufficient  men  to  carry  out  the  work.  j 

This  condition  of  things  should  be  rectified  by  you  at  an  early  date. 
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Again,  while  believing  that  you  fully  realise  your  duties  as  guardians  of  the  Public  Health 
of  this  district,  and  while  congratulating  you  on  the  efforts  you  are  making  in  the  right  direction 
to  improve  the  Sanitary  condition  of  the  town  and  district,  I would  urge  upon  you  during  the 
year  to  seriously  consider  the  various  recommendations  embodied  in  this  report  and  to  endeavour 
to  carry  them  out. 

I am,  gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  Telfer  Tl)on)as, 


Camborne,  Feb.  9th,  1900. 


Medical  Officer  of 


SUMMARY, 


:Statistics. 

Population — 14,703  at  Census  of  1891 . 

Area — 6,744  acres.  Density  of  population — 2'1  per  Acre, 

Inhabited  Houses — 3,500, 

Birth  Rate— 25-64  per  1000,  1898—25-37, 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rarte — 1-49  per  1000, 

Death  Rate— 17-07  per  1000,  1898—23-67, 

Natural  Increase — 126,  1898—25, 

Infantile  Mortality— 1 85  per  1000  births,  1898—300, 

Zymotic  Death  Rate — 1-90  per  1000,  1898—4-7. 

Phthisis  Death  Rate — 1-4  per  1000, 

Infectious  Disease  Rate — 7-6  per  1000,  1898—6, 

Recommendations. 

— Council  should  consider  advisability  of  erecting  a permanent  Isolation  Hospital  adequate 
to  the  needs  of  the  District. 

2. — Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act  of  1890  should  be  adopted  forthwith  and  its  provisions 
enforced. 

3- — Camborne  Water  Company  should — 

(a)  Increase  their  storage  capacity  in  view  of  the  largely  increased  consumption  of  their 
water. 

(b)  Place  some  form  of  barbed  wire  fencing  over  tha  reservoirs  to  keep  off  gulls  and 
other  birds. 

(c)  Consider  the  advisability  of  continuing  their  supply  to  the  villages  of  Condurrow 
and  Barripper. 

4.  — Drainage. 

(a)  Flushing  tanks  for  Barripper  urgently  required.  Matter  no  further  forward  than  in 
1896. 

(b ) Drainage  of  Beacon,  Wheal  Gerry,  a portion  of  Roskear  Row  and  Pengegon  should 
be  carried  out  at  an  early  date. 

5.  — Sewage  Farms. 

Much  more  land  should  be  used  for  irrigation  than  at  present,  and  whole  of  sewage  utilised. 
Nuisances  liable  to  arise  in  its  present  condition. 

€. — Scavenging. 

(«)  Middens  in  town  should  be  emptied  more  frequently. 

(6)  Tuckingmill  and  surrounding  villages  should  be  systemically  scavenged, 

(c)  Water  closets  should  replace  present  middens  when  possible. 

(d)  Bye-laws  dealing  with  middens  and  privies  should  be  rigidly  enforced. 
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7- — House  accomodation. 

Cc^ncil  should  seriously  consider  how  to  deal  with  the  housing  of  the  working  classes  in  the 
district^  150  houses  with  rentals  of  and  year  urgently  needed. 

8.  — Slaugbfcr  Houses. 

Cfcncil  should  take  into  serious  consideration  the  advisability  of  erecting  a Public  Slaughter 
Hous^n  connection  with  New  ('attle  Market  which  they  purpose  erecting. 

9.  — Dairies£‘ Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

Tfeir  sanitary  condition  in  great  need  of  improvement  and  regulations  dealing  with  this 
import  nt  question  should  be  adopted  and  enforced. 

10.  — Comn  )n  Lodging  Houses. 

B;  5-laws  relating  to  these  should  be  enforced  and  house  registered. 

i. 

11.  — Bakel^  iuses. 

St  )uld  be  registered. 

i2.^Staff  of  Sanitary  Inspector  should  be  increased  so  that  he  may  satisfactorily  carry  out 
his  dunss. 


